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Santa dropped in to the Kids’ Christmas Party at BPYC! Photo: Sean Shambrook

Commodore’s
Comments
My thanks to all who attended the recent
budget meeting, one of the shortest on record
I am informed. The Board has opted to increase
our dues this year by $50, bringing the annual
dues to $1,300, an increase of about $1 per week.
The main reason for this is the anticipation of
legal fees to the tune of about $8,000 for our
ongoing appeal against the MPAC assessment
as well as an increase in our taxes. That was the
bad news. The good news was the remainder
of the budget presented by our new treasurer,
Dianne Govan, indicating that financially we
are still in good shape.
At the meeting I made mention that the
club now has a total of 40 Smart-Serve trained
members, but we still have problems getting
these folk to sign up for the TGIF evenings and
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other social functions. As a result, the Friday
night drop-ins have suffered in attendance, and
I think that is a shame because they have always
been an integral part of the social activities of
our club. The quiz nights however are usually
well attended. They are a lot of fun and everyone
has a good time. In that vein, members have
voted to have them every second week during
the winter months with the next one being on
Friday 21st December. So make a note on your
calendar to come down and have a drink and
a chuckle with your fellow members. I hope to
see you there. With regard to you Smart-Serve
types, some of you need the practice, so please
step up and add your name to one of the dates
on the list posted on the notice board.
I have received reports of the front door
being found wide open with no one in the
clubhouse or in the yard. With the advent of
colder weather our local critters are seeking a
snug place for the winter and leaving the front
door wide open can facilitate these needs. In
addition, a lot of heat is lost causing the furnace
to cycle more frequently than necessary. There
are fewer members around at this time of the
year and therefore security of your equity
should be foremost in your mind. So please
close the door when you leave the premises,
even if there are people in the club. Don’t worry
about them as they can easily get out.
Paul Eisfeld, our Harbourmaster recently
posted a link on the website relating to the
seriousness of electrical leakage into water.
I strongly recommend you take the time to
view this YouTube video/recording as I am
sure you will be shocked (no pun intended) by
some of the situations encountered and their
potentially disastrous results. It will also give
you a better understanding of why Paul and his
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committee are promoting the use of approved
cords as well as their intention to check for any
leakage from vessels.
Bob Johnson, our maintenance director has
informed me that our flag pole has been repaired
with the assistance of a crane. The rope bindings
had come loose and it was necessary to drop the
pole in order to repair them. Our thanks to Carl
MacTaggart for the new rope. While on site, the
crane was also used to rip out all but one of the
stumps in the front garden, and so Bob will be
eliciting help to dig this last one out.
As we are now entering the season that is
extremely detrimental to the health of turkeys,
Lynne and I would like to take this opportunity
to send all of you our very best wishes for
the season, and I hope to see you all at the
Commodore’s Levee on January 1st, 2013 as I’d
like to buy you a drink to welcome the New Year.
Mike Braund, Commodore

VICE’s Voice
Not much to report from me this month. Like
Mike, I really enjoyed our first quiz night of
the season, and hope to see you for our next
round on December 21st, hosted by the Liberty
Belles, Linda Irvine and Lynne Jones. Linda
has assured us that our knowledge of the Latin
names of plant species will be thoroughly put to
the test, so that said, I hope you have all by now
installed your Abies balsamea and your Viscum
album. ;-)
One thing I would ask is for more
contributions to the Spinnaker Sheet. I’m
particularly struggling for photos, as you can
tell from the totally irrelevant picture opposite
of the deer who showed up in my neighbours’
back yard! If you enjoy the publication, please
consider contributing a recipe, a photo (or two!),
an article, or a question for the Boat Doctor.
And if you’re at a social event, or see something
interesting or funny around the club, snap a pic
or two, even if it’s only on your phone. They don’t
have to be masterpieces. I truly believe that it
is your contributions that make the Spinnaker
Sheet interesting, as opposed to just being a
mouthpiece for the Board. On that note, many
thanks to this months’ contributors.
Wishing you all a very merry whatever-it-isyou-celebrate-at-this-time-of-year... remember,
the Winter Solstice and the new Mayan
calendar are on the same day—and they never
said anything about an apocalypse, so here’s
to the dawning of a new age, longer days, and
fewer days till Launch!
Happy Winter Solstice from Jill and Rob.
Jill Ramsay, Vice-Commodore
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The Boat Doctor...

Well, by the time you read this
we are well on into December
so on behalf of Sandy and
myself, I wish all a great holiday
season and a Happy New Year.
I hope to see everyone at the
Commodore’s Levee. You will
have already read the current
report and information from
our Harbour Master Paul, so I
too will pass along some ideas
to consider for next season.
The electrical concerns
being brought forward by Paul
are very real. When people
are dying, (children, adults,
would-be rescuers and dogs),
the concern can and should
be considered serious and real.
I hope that each and every
member takes the time to view
the ABYC presentation as well
as the other information links.
The YouTube presentation
particularly is an eye opener.
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Much like ourselves, our
boats are getting older each
year whether we like to admit
it or not. As time passes, (our)
equipment starts to weaken,
corrode, break, burn out and/or
break down. Sometimes repairs
are in order and occasionally,
replacements are the order
of the day. As with humans,
maintenance is a key factor.
Often we get a little careless
and cut corners.
Paul together with Bob
Johnson (Maintenance) are
taking the bull by the horns
and are preparing plans to
bring our electrical systems
up to standards. As you have
witnessed, much work was
done on the yard receptacle
equipment. Brad Hayes has
installed GFCIs in and outside
the clubhouse and more of this
work is planned.
After attempting to
absorb much information
on the subject of shore
power connections and their
associated risks, I feel that, as a
club, each and every member
should enlighten themselves
on the do’s and don’ts with
regard to wiring on boats.
There are well-established
December 2012

rules (i.e.: mandatory) as well
as recommendations on this
subject with regard to club
dockage wiring as well as
individual boat wiring (AC &
DC). Your Harbour Master,
your Maintenance Director
and their committees and your
Board of Directors are working
on making you and yours safe.
Please work with them. It will
be costing the club, and it may
cost some of you money to
bring your equipment up to the
mandatory standards.
See picture below of
an ABYC, USCG, Canada
Transport, UL, SAE and BPYC
marine approved AC shore
power cord. There are other
concerns once the AC power is
delivered safely to your vessel. I
will go into them later.

Standard Marinco 30 amp
shore power cord

Don Roe, Caviar III
(aka The Boat Doctor)
Bluffers Park Yacht Club

The Boat Doctor’s
Apprentice!
Alcohol can destroy
more than your liver!
Media reports indicate
that the addition of ethanol to
gasoline is causing expensive
problems for owners of
carbureted small engines—
outboards, lawnmowers, etc.,
and this may include you
Atomic 4 owners.
Ethanol, now added 5-10%
at the gas pumps, is an alcohol
made by fermenting sugar
or starch from agricultural
feedstock, mostly corn or
wheat. It also can be made from
material containing cellulose,
including wood waste, corn
stalks and even municipal solid
waste.
Ethanol gasoline is leaving
a residue in carburetors.
Because ethanol is a form of
alcohol, there are also potential
degradation problems with
rubber hoses, seals, etc.
In late 2010, the federal
government mandated that
petroleum producers and
Bluffers Park Yacht Club

importers blend renewable
fuels that are destined for sale
in most areas of Canada. The
common standard in North
America is a blend of 10%
ethanol and 90% gasoline,
commonly referred to as
“E10”.
The good news for small
engine owners is that gasoline
retailers are not obliged to
add ethanol to some of their
premium grade fuels. An
Internet search indicates that
Shell, Esso and Petro-Canada
premium gas does not contain
ethanol. Considering the
smaller volumes used, small
engine owners may want to
spring for the higher price.
It’s best to confirm ethanol
content at the pumps, and
which grades of fuel are
ethanol-free.
Auto parts retailers like
Canadian Tire also sell a
gasoline stabilizer designed to
reduce the negative effects of
ethanol gasoline in engines that
December 2012

typically are unused for several
months of the year. There is
a marine formulation of the
stabilizer available.
Diesel engine owners
are not immune from
this problem. The federal
government has mandated
refiners to offer a blend a
minimum 2% renewable fuel
content based on volumes of
diesel and heating oil.
The Renewable Fuels
Regulations, published on
September 1, 2010 in the
Canada Gazette, Part II,
require an average renewable
fuel content of 5% in gasoline
starting December 15, 2010.
The Regulations do not
generally require labelling at the
pump, but retailers have been
posting some signs.
For policy geeks or those
suffering from insomnia, the
federal government’s Q&A
on ethanol regulations can be
found here.
Mike Patton, Medina
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Harbour
Masterpiece
Hello everyone,
Well, winter is setting in. It looks like all the
boats are put to bed for the winter. It’s a good
time to get together and talk about safety.
In response to several inquiries this summer
about how safe it is to swim in our harbour, Don
Roe and I have been investigating how safe our
water is to swim in. This is quite a serious issue,
as the result of not taking proper precautions
can result in death.
Part of our investigation into this has been
educating ourselves about the causes and
effects of improper wiring in and around boats.
In an attempt to help bring the rest of the club
up to speed on this I am including some links
to web sites that will help inform you as to the
hazards of this serious problem.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7-s_
mdEPb0&feature=youtu.be
(this one is a 1½ hour video, if you don’t
see anything else please watch this one).
http://www.boatus.com/seaworthy/
magazine/2012/october/RaisingAwareness-About-Electric-ShockDrowning.asp
http://www.boatus.com/seaworthy/kritz.
asp
http://www.boatquotes.com/eacld.htm
http://www.boatquotes.com/abyc.htm
tt

tt

tt

tt
tt

In order to bring the club up to American Boat
and Yacht Council (ABYC) standards we will
be implementing a five-step plan. We have
included Bob Johnson (maintenance) and
Brad Hayes (electrician) in our consultations.
Step one is to ensure the wiring to the
6

pedestals is correct. Brad believes N dock will
be the biggest problem, ie, it may need a lot of
rewiring. We need to ensure the system is well
grounded, and wired correctly to all the docks.
Step two will be to install GFI breakers
on each pedestal, this will ensure the club is
supplying clean safe electricity to the pedestals,
that will cut off if there are any problems.
Step three will be to bring in a new standard
for shore power cords. All cords must meet
ABYC minimum standards, ie, factory sealed
waterproof connectors, 10 gauge minimum
wire gauge, weatherproof outer plastic
insulator. In other words a standard marine
power cord from any marine store. No home
made cords or extension cords, will be allowed.
The Boat Show is coming up and prices on new
cords are usually pretty good.
Step four will be to run a testing program
on all existing cords. This will include a
continuity test, a resistance test, and a visual
inspection looking for cracked insulation and
damaged connectors. This testing should take
about 10 minutes/cord. We will also introduce
this testing to any visiting boats.
Step five will be to test the water around
each boat, with the boat owner present.
We are currently pricing out the work for
Steps one and two, and will report to the Board
soon.
Tied in with this will be an education
program to bring the membership up to
speed on safe boat wiring and electric shock
drowning, starting with this Spinnaker article.
The boat doctor will be offering up further
advice and information.
In all of this I believe that an educated
membership will be our biggest asset in
ensuring that we are safe in the water. I know
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that if one of my grandkids or the dog fell in
the water and was injured or killed by electric
shock that I could have prevented, I would not
be able to forgive myself ever.
Also on the safety side of things. When
you are doing your OD duty, please do not go
out on the docks after dark by yourself during
winter. It can be slippery out there, and with
the bubblers installed there are a lot of trip
hazards. You should either buddy up and wear
a life jacket, or do it in daylight hours. If you have
to do it at night by yourself, please just ensure
the pump is running, and with a flashlight see
if there are bubbles coming out at the first few
docks, from shore.
That’s it for now. I hope everyone has a safe
and happy Christmas.
Paul Eisfeld, Harbour Master

Social SCENE
There were 18 excited youngsters at the
Children’s Christmas party eagerly awaiting the
arrival of Santa and they were not disappointed.
They were so into it that one of the children
ignored Sarah’s name tag and simply referred
to her as “hey elf”. A good time was had by all!
Big thank you to Santa Bert Van Sytveld,
Santa’s helper, emcee and story teller Sylvia
Harrop, Santa’s shopper Sean Shambrook,
Chief Elf, organizer and story teller Margaret
Jenkins and Santa’s caterers Ruby Garg
and Eduardo Ballve who looked after the
refreshments.
Special thanks to our Lead Activity Elf Sarah
McCrorie Fairbank (Geoffrey Fairbank and
Ann McCrorie’s daughter) and her Assistant
Bluffers Park Yacht Club

Elves Jocelyn Nielsen and Emily Walker who
organized and oversaw the crafts tables and
games. The children made snowmen, snow
flakes and other Christmas crafts to take home
and hang on their trees.
About 40 members attended the ‘big kids’
get together for an evening of camaraderie and
good food. Thank you everyone for bringing
your wonderful appetizers & desserts to share.
Wally Young won a $25 gift card for the tackiest
Christmas sweater.
A very special thank you to Dick Grannan
and Grace Morrison for their music and leading
the Christmas carols.
Thanks also goes to Wendy Sim for
decorating the club house, Wally Young for
hanging the outside Christmas lights, Joanne
Young for helping set up, Ross Cole for
assembling the microphones and speakers and
to Kaarina Leinala, Grace Morrison and all the
others who helped clean up.
The Commodore’s Levee is on Tuesday,
January 1st from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Hope to see
you there!
Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for the
New Year!
Cathy Main, Social Director

Fun times at the Xmas party. Photo: Cathy Main
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Peeking Over the Transom
Continuing our look back at the history of BPYC
with your host, Dick Grannan...
In the early days of the development of Bluffers
Park everything was under the direction and
control of the steering committee of the
Bluffers Park Boating Federation. The first
docks in 1978, about thirty, were floating docks
at what is now the CBYC location. But the final
decision on dock construction was to build all
docks on steel pilings. The sailors with boats on
the original floating docks were the core group
that eventually became the founding members
of Cathedral Bluffs Yacht Club. The Construction
Committee was made up mostly of these boat
owners. Unfortunately, they did not get along
well with the Federation. As a result, a new
construction committee was formed. It was
chaired by Bob Ferguson.
Over the next two years as dock
construction moved along the North shore of
the island the majority of that group became
what is now the Highland Yacht Club. Those
of us with an eye to the harbour entrance
location were a small minority. It appeared that
Mr. Ferguson’s group ambition was to increase
the potential membership for that location
from the planned 110 to 150 members! He also
supported delineation as soon as their docks
were completed. However, the Master Plan of

MTRCA was already settled. In 1979 the original
Pickering group had prepared a proposal for a
small keelboat club on the island.
By February and March in 1981 there were
about twenty-five members interested in what
was to become our club. The location chosen
at the harbour entrance was part of the island
not yet completed. The outline of the island was
almost finished but more fill was still required.
Meantime any new Federation members arriving
were asked to pay fifty dollars and told by the
construction committee to come on weekends
to work on the docks on the north side.
In time our group was hoping to get started
at our chosen location. Materials allocated for
the first forty docks on the West side were being
used by the Ferguson group. Hence, we found it
necessary, one early morning, to hijack the pile
driver and tow it to the N-Dock location. (Thanks
Rollie!) John Evans (HYC) helped us get started
and Bruce Vaughan became the pile driver
supervisor. We completed the forty docks by
June and moved our boats from the Highland
location to the new dock. We were on our way
JANUARY 1982 - MEMBERSHIP FEE NOTICE:
Membership fees for the 1982 boating season
will be $150.00. This fee includes each member’s
portion of the land lease and projected operating
expenses. You will be receiving your invoice very
soon.
Dick Grannan, Squall

Maintenance
Musings
We have accomplished a great deal in the past
year and I would like to continue into 2013 in
getting important issues taken care of. The
club was built some 30 years ago and it is now
showing signs of wear and tear
The landscaping at the front of the
clubhouse was overgrown and the shrubs and
roots have now been removed, ready for spring
planting
The insulated structure around the clubs
plumbing below the club has been jeopardized
by animal intrusions and has to be cleaned out
and re insulated. The opening to the crawl
space below the club house has never been
finished and makes the club look second rate (
This will never do)
The garage has become far too cramped
and it is very difficult to get into the lockers. I
am planning on building a garden shed in the
location where the ice machine now sits that
will accommodate all garden equipment
There is trim work to be completed in the
club house and new interior lighting is being
considered
The decking on the docks has become a
real issue as the beams that the planking sits
on have reached the end of their life span
The electrics on the docks and the parking
lot need to be upgraded
If you are looking for work hours and would
like to contribute to any of these projects
please let me know
Have a great Christmas
Bob Johnson, Maintenance Director
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Treasurer’s Gems

Bluffers Park Yacht Club

I would like to thank everyone for allowing me
to be your Treasurer. Since my election I have
been working closely with Gino Caufin to get
up to speed on the process and procedures. My
goal is to continue the excellent work that Gino
has provided to the club for over the last four
years.
Because our membership contributes many
volunteer hours and because of the hard work
and commitment of the Board of Directors
both past and present we have been able to
keep our expenses low leaving us in a good
financial position.
The bottom line is the more volunteer
hours our members contribute the more we
can continue to keep our membership dues to
a minimum.
SO GET OUT THERE AND PUT IN SOME
HOURS!
This year’s Membership Dues are $1,300
which is a slight increase over last year. Please
keep eye out for your Membership Dues
invoice. It will be out to you before the end of
January.
Dianne Govan, Treasurer

IT’S YOUR SPINNAKER SHEET!
Got an idea for an article or item?
Have photos, recipes or tips to share? Have a
question for the Boat Doctor?
Send your contributions to
vice-commodore@bpyc.on.ca.
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BPYC Book Club
Our November book
selection, Pope Joan
by Donna Woolfolk
Cross, was a tour
of the Dark Ages, a
guide book through
the harsh realities of
rural life in northern
Germany
replete
with bloody Viking
raids and the malice
of ecclesiastical politics within Church schools,
monasteries and the Vatican itself.
“To think a woman could have been pope—
it surely must be fiction,” writes Diane Bickers.
“But it is an improbable historical fact on which
the author based her novel. Historical facts
are interwoven with speculation on how this
woman could have managed to conceal her
sex for so many years and rise to the top of
an entirely male organization. In the end, the
fantastic tale becomes highly believable.”
The teacher among us, Grace Morrison,
explains the historical context: “The 9th
century Dark Ages was a period of transition in
which we see the collapse of the Holy Roman
Empire, a breakdown of law and order, wars
and invasions. Charlemagne or Karolus Magnus
(our character Lothar’s grandfather) went from
being King of France to Holy Roman Emperor
under Pope Leo III.”
The protagonist Joan was born into
this turmoil. Her father was a brute of an
Englishman, a church canon, who beat his wife
to punish her for his own lusts. Her mother
was kidnapped during a Christian crusade to
10

convert the heathen Saxons by fire and sword.
She brought her gods with her to Frankland
and planted in her daughter’s soul an enduring
heresy that served her well in her academic
career. The heretic in Joan made her a skeptic,
who questioned everything. Joan read not
just Church approved texts but the ancient
philosophers—in Greek and Latin, no less! Her
ability to reason propelled her to the top of
Europe’s intellectual heap.
Recalling her own academic career, Grace
writes: “The use of Latin in Pope Joan took me
back to a small Glasgow classroom where a
group of students sat around a table under
the tutelage of a totally blind ‘magister.’ We
read the classics elbow to elbow with large,
brown, Braille-embossed tomes over which the
‘magister’s’ podgy but accurate fingers stepped
with seeming ease. We read Lucretius. Lucretius’
De Rerum Natura is the work that thoroughly
engaged Joan and Gerold, our lovers. Its
philosophy ‘to discover truth you only have to
look at the natural world’—a truth so right for
the ancients—was almost revolutionary in the
9th century. Their mutual love of this work brings
out the difference in their thinking compared to
the reasoning of the time.”
As a teenager Joan recognized that a
woman would never be allowed to become a
scholar, so she took on her brother’s identity
after he died in a Viking raid. Joan and Gerold
were torn apart and did not meet again for
almost two decades in Rome. She had worked
her way into the papal inner circle as Pope
Leo’s personal physician when her knight rode
into the Eternal City with King Lothar. It took
another decade for them to consummate their
love. By this time Joan was Pope John.
“The mental, emotional, physical and spiritual
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bonding of our three main characters—The Roman
Catholic Church, Joan and Gerold is the thread that
binds the story together,” Grace observes.
“Joan is intellectually brilliant. Joan is aware
of the fact. Joan is so self-aware that she realizes
that to remain true to herself she must change
herself. Joan remains focussed on her objective
almost throughout the book. Only when she
lets the focus slip, slip from the gripping phrase
of her mother—‘Never give yourself to a man’—
does her undoing come.
“The thread, unwound from the bobbin of
the Church, is the total communion of Joan
and Gerold. Together they weave the various
aspects of the story. Their union provides us
with colour and quasi relief from the deep body
of the work. Joan’s personality is developed
to a certain extent through the relationship.
Otherwise she could lose believability and
perhaps become one dimensional.”
The love story in Pope Joan is about as deep
as a Harlequin romance, but as Grace points out
it is absolutely necessary to the plot. In the end,
the consequence of their passion plunged her
from the throne of Peter, literally, into a Roman
gutter. Of course, some very nasty papal political
players had a hand in that. Nitpicking aside, the
insight into the daily lives of people 1,200 years
ago—popes, cardinals and monks, aristocrats,
soldiers, tradesmen, farmers and the urban
poor—make Pope Joan a engaging read.
As for the million-dollar question: “Did
Joan really exist between the popes Leo IV and
Benedict III, about 853 A.D.?
“There are records to substantiate that fact,”
Grace says. “Petrarch and Boccaccio, two Italian
literary giants, mention her. The Chronicle of
the Popes, Liber Pontificalis, does not for various
practical and fundamental reasons.”
Bluffers Park Yacht Club

Some scholars alleged that the Church
systematically expunged Pope Joan from all
records. The Church claimed the myth of a
female pope was perpetrated by Protestants
to discredit the Roman Church.
“The author tells the story well, even though
parts are highly melodramatic. I couldn’t help
but root for Joan overcoming all obstacles. Too
bad she didn’t reign long enough to change
some Church policies, namely, recognizing
women could become priests, canons, and
even popes,” Diane comments.
Grace wraps it up with a personal note:
“When in Rome a few months ago, I sat just
metres away from the wall Joan would witness
being built from 849 to 852 under Pope Leo
IV after the attack of the Saracens. Gazing at
the stonework while sipping a good glass of
Chianti, I wondered about the ‘what, who, how,
when, where, why,’ just as Joan did about the
‘quid, quis, quomodo, quando, ubi, cur.’ The
answers weren’t easy, but the wine certainly
helped the imagination take flight.”
The Book Club is reading the Diary of Frida
Kahlo, An Intimate Self-Portrait, for our Jan.
15 meeting; and The Storyteller by Antonia
Michaelis for Feb. 18. We meet in the club
house at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome. All we
ask is that you’ve read the book.
Kaarina Leinala, Medina
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Scenes from a Summer Cruise
Summer 2012—seems like ages ago.
Apart from a couple of fairly small engine/
equipment problems and a great deal of
motoring, the summer of 2012 provided time
for some great cruising experiences. We saw
fantastic sights with boats sailing and met up
with old friends and met several new ones. We
are most fortunate to be able to do what we do
and belong to a club like BPYC.

Recipe Corner

While leaving Collins Bay however, we came
across a sight to be shared not with happiness
but rather with some sadness. We witnessed the
following and I do realize that I am expressing
only a personal point of view. Others may not
share our feelings and feel that the first photo
is progress and the second one is an expression
of nature.
Don & Sandy Roe, Caviar III

Rosemary Walnuts
I hope you all enjoy this tasty holiday recipe. It’s a Christmas tradition in my family to make these
savoury walnuts around the holidays. Every year my mum would roast up a batch and have them
around the house for guests to enjoy. Even while I was away at University she would send me care
packages with this taste from home to get me through exams. From my family to yours. Happy
Holidays!!!
Ingredients
tt
tt

tt
tt
tt

2½ tablespoons unsalted butter
2 teaspoons dried rosemary,
crumbled
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon cayenne
2 cups walnuts

Wolfe Island destruction—almost completed and much more planned—by Man
Photo: Don Roe

1. Melt the butter with the
rosemary, salt and cayenne.
2. Pour this mixture over the
walnuts, tossing to coat them.
3. Bake the nuts on a cookie sheet
at 350 degrees for 10 minutes
4. Enjoy!
Photo: Shannon Ross

Shannon Ross, Airrow
Do you have a recipe you’d like to share? Send it to vice-commodore@bpyc.on.ca.
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Brothers Islands destruction—almost completed and much more to come if not stopped—by Cormorants
Photo: Don Roe
Bluffers Park Yacht Club
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Swan Song

Some sad news to report this month: one of our
Bluffers babies from last year, Eeny (J08) was
found dead. She had been in rough shape when
she arrived back at Bluffers last month with her
sister Miney (J52), and on day we noticed she
was coughing and gurgling. We had arranged for
TWC to pick her up the next day, but by morning
it was too late. A preliminary necropsy report
states that the cause of death was aspergillosis,
a fungus attacking her internal organs. However,
this disease is not generally the real cause of
death—something else predisposes them to
it. For this reason, her organs are being tested
for lead poisoning—a big problem when swans
ingest lead fishing sinkers, which sadly are only
illegal in national parks.
Meanwhile, this year’s brood have been
keeping us busy. Stilton (L78) was taken into
TWC with a cut on his leg and very severe limp,
which miraculously cured itself overnight. A
week later we noticed that Blue (the larger of
the two untagged cygnets) was also limping.
No cuts were found and it was decided to see
if the injury would cure itself, which it seems to
be doing gradually.

Little girl lost, Baby Belle.
Photo: Jill Ramsay

Next to have a problem was Baby Belle (M06),
who managed to lose her entire family for two
days! When they were at the club, she was at the
ramps, and vice versa. I was tempted to rugby
tackle her and drive her round to the other side,
but eventually they managed to reunite.
For the moment (fingers and wingtips
crossed), everyone seems to be OK, and the
family is beautiful to behold as you can see
from the lovely photo of them in flight by my
friend Anne.
The swan community is currently up in arms
about the proposed expansion of Burlington
marina, which would destroy the wintering
grounds for over 200 trumpeters. You can read
about that here.
Jill Ramsay (aka “Nutty Swan Lady”), Viola

The family in flight. Photo: Anne Kramer (Swan Friend)
14

December 2012

Bluffers Park Yacht Club

